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I am Margaret Hoover... who was referred to In the FBI report about the assassin- 
ation of President Kennedy 

And, uh. It was about a family that lived In the same yard that I did. ..and this 
Cubanfamlly had came from Florida. . .and, uh, Mr. and Mrs. Ferendes (mlspronoun- 
ciatlon of Femandez--des1gnated from this point on as Fernandez, despite the 
fact that I did not want to confuse Mrs. Hoover by correcting her pronouncl atl on. 
GRS.) hadn't moved here at the same time, and before his wife came, ah, and 
moved Into the home, he had been staying at a hotel here In Marti nsburg. . . 
and, there was, I understand, many Cuban people down there when he roomed there 
and they would come back and forth to this home before Mrs. Fernandez had 
Joined him... 

And he had came from Washington... and they occupied this house— and there was 
cars that came here In the night so much; and I had seen quite a few of these 
people. ..and they looked Cuban. ..then I found papers around that had names on 
u±\ . that I didn't know at the time, that It meant anything about the assassination— 

^ ^ /, but, uh. It uh, had Jack Ruby's name on, Lee Harvey Oswald, It said Club Room 

and a number... but I don't recall the number.. and I had found before they moved 
...It was a jointure home of mine... so I had found a paper under the bed, and 
It had a drawing of two windows on the other side; and It had several names: 

It had Ky. like for Kentucky and I thought It was about trailers, but when I ‘ 
turned It on the other side and saw these names, why I didn't know what to 
say so I saved the paper... and uh. It also had on Silver Slipper at the top, 
and a name I belleveRuOy vent by— jest the name at the top was Rubensteln. . . 
and It also had Dallas Texas wrote on... 

So when I heard about the assassination, why this all came to me. ..but these 
people had moved here either the last week In September or the first week In 
October... 

On one occasion, I went over there and there was a short stocky man, had, 

2-. was sitting there In a chair... and uh. In the meantime, the had told me that 
no she didn't have anjl company, that I should come In, that there was no one 
there— and I was even up on second floor and looked at her bathroom floor, 
and the new floor that she had put down... and uh, so we went back down and 
I went out, and uh, I guess she thought that he would stay upstairs, but 
anyway, when I went In, here this man had come down the steps and uh, sit 
on a chair, and he looked very much like a Cuban... but uh. It gave me the 
Impression that she wanted to hide him or she wouldn't have told the untruth 
about It.. and of course, he thought that we had left and we hadn't 

(In this town) 

The week of the assassination, there wasn't any school here. ..and atat, he 
was a school teacher.. he was teaching In the school. ..so they were at home, 

and I was told by the neighbors, and I couldn't see them out, and the 
neighbors sala that they just seemed to stay In and had their blinds pulled 
down and they seemed upset about this... and bh, the whole week, the children 
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weren't out the way they usually were... and following that, why uh, I hadn t 
at anv time noticed that Mrs. Fernandez was In poor health, but she uh, had 
to SSt£ the doctor, and for quite a long period after that she was under a 
°c Sr's .aid tl sha ..uh har gland. 

nerk and It came from nerves— that her nerves were so bad that she almost 
had a nervous breakdown ... and she even had a cloth over I <J1d 

• find medicine... uh, for her nerves, but uh. It just •M h ?LkId 

that her nerves seemed to give way and that she got In bad health. It looked 

a little bit strange to me 

And uh. In that home where they had rented, why we J*J ][«ry good tile 

the bathroom, around the tub, and on the floor, bu-t they dldn t like the color, 

Ind It seemed as though they Intended to stay 

of putting new tile down on the floor which had a different col or... they even 
painted a white over the good tile that was in our b *tJ«>om. ^ 
was probably less than two weeks before they * IT" 

to be anyone In the town know— he was supposed to teach J Ur 

school — and that was just at school «>a*eh In Nev*i York 

prepared uh, the things to be moved while they 

of Connecticut or whereever they moved to. and they left the responsioi iicy^^ 
to her, and uh, so many people asked m why they left* and I • knftW _ 

s s!,to«s isc.ssw.s M — 

they felt «llf##« as though there must have been something urgent///©! ho 
had fear that maybe someone was after them 

I can't see to the front of this house very well— I see to the back |>ecau*e 
the lawn Is between my home and our other home that they lived In^ul^uh, 
the nelahbors on both sides and across the street all said that there was s© 
many^ars came°1n and out. all times In the night so early ^•rd " 0 ’*n 1 -ng 
still but the cars went back and forth so much... and uh, that they 
w ilt this... that after th. ......Inatlon, th.re -a. non. of tMt ,o1n, on... 

the cars seemed to let up. only uh, the one axceptlon that I *^ d h ISel car! 
side of my house, some, that there was 

and they had black jackets on with zippers up and two man were very *wut 
they looked like Cubans... very dark with black 

the front seat. ..and he didn't have a coat on.. .but this was, about a wee* 

m^ss 11* n*^ * “ u,d " ,t 
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help but wonder. ..but I didn't think about It— It was afterSllfdi h ?H8fe t fl cam 
to -me... and uh, we had uh, my husband whom I'm separated from, had trailer 
supplies down below 4f apartment, and my son went In there to get a, something 
for them, and he took out to the car. ..and he laughed real heartily at somthlng 
they said.. .so, I guess he could understand then, but It sounded to me like 
as If they spoke a foreign language, that I couldn't hear what they were saying... 
and It was something very small because as he walked out I couldn't see what 
he handed them... and they sure got In that car and left In a hurry 

The guy In the front seat... didn't look like the two In the back— they looked 
like real Cubans, dark and with dark hair, and the one In the front seat looked 
like... he didn't get out, where the other two did— they were shuffling somthlng 
around In there... and uh, one got out one side and III oiM# was out on the other, 
but the one In the front seat, he just stayed In the car and he didn't have 
a Jacket on and he had sort of light curly hair. ..and I thought more of a ruddy 
complexion like, uh, like that he way maybe from Florida or somflfl| place 
like that... It uh, I don't think that ha was Cuban, but the other two sure looked 
like they were Cuban... 

Uh, the picture jjPIcture In Plot or Politics of the sketch of Oswald made for 
Perry Russe) I completely covered~the caption and rest of the page with pieces 
of paper. I was unprepared for this and had no other pictures of Oswald with 
me.fl ...uh, the picture In that book that you're showing me really looks like 
5. the uh, the fellow that was In the front seat — he had his features,. It looks 
like Lee Harvey 0swald!s...p44ture there, ..uh, maybe Ms hair was standing up 
a little more than In this picture, but uh, otherwise his features and the ex- 
pression on his face as near as I could tell, really looks like him, whereas 
the other ones M#4#M#l###|#llf Just looked so different because they were so 
dark and had this dark ha1r...|] Question: "Has that the Impression that you 

had at that t1m/?B ...Yesl...|j "Uh huh, and you think you got a falrly good 
look at hlmlfl ...I think pretty good...! "Uh huh"fl ...he wasn't out of the 
car because I could see because he didn't look very tall 

B "Which son was this lllllll which you mntloned who had given them the ting, 
whatever It was?"B 

Why By oldest son that helped his father with trailers, B "Was this 
/ Don?"0 ...Donald... | "Where does he live now. ..does he live In Marti nsburg?"! 
...Why, he lives Hare In Nartlnsburg... 

This Cuban family had two teenage children that were In high school. ..and uh, 
they uh, tried to be real sociable and they asked the other students to com 
In and uh, the son was very good at drawing— In fact he sold his pictures... 

-j and uh, I saw some of these pictures that he had on the wall, and he had some 
that he had even drawed of his sister, and It was was so nice, and It looked 
real... and uh, then uh, he had one of Castro the children W.the school children 
had said, and uh, he had them In and he had drawed this one of Castro and they 
had darts... and they had told It that they'd thwowed darts at Castro... now I 
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know that they did many things to make a good Impression because they came 
frZ Cuba and I think that they liked them to feel that uh, they were one of 

They were so very friendly, and uh. and I certainly don't mean to do this 
aaalnst them, I'm Just trying to tell all the facts as I them, and uh. 

It seemed like.... when they'd be out In the yard, they d often Just ata rJ 
to say something and then they'd sort of clam up... and they mentioned dif- 
fered* tines about, uh, him working for the CIA In Washington, and he also 
did too... and uh, then the son hhd said how they dldn t like * n 

raking remarks like that, but they'd Just seem to clam up when there d be 
something like that, like as If they were afraid that they would say too 
much... but that was about the only time that they dldn t seem to be very 
outgoing. ..so after this happened, I Jttet dldn t know what to think, and 
II# believe me, they never brought the subject up of the assassination... 

...I never heard them bring that subject up..... and they lived there from that 
time until the #1 next fall, when uh, they had left here, and they left So 
suddenly... everyone thought that he was going to teach the year out, he 
was supposed to, but what happened Isn't known 

When I found this paper, why uh, I had found It befow a ” a !^"f^ !J e 
when tM, happened , why 


Q FBI because I felt very badly and serloes about thls...so tne roi nao 
9- they were here three different times. ..and uh. they had /} 5 ° “ k * d Lit 
the second time, If I would take a lie detector test, and I * aid 
I maybe would consider It... I said where would I have go?...At the t1m ® Jf . 

health wasn't good enough to go [ falt ;h!" d fJjSu tike the' test 

take it right here In twy home. ..I said, Sure, then, I would take the test... 

and uh, I guess that was the third trip because ub, I know they wer ? 
times anyway they didn't take this. ..and they had also seen a daughter of mine 
who knew I had found this paper because I had asked her what she thought It 
meant. T. and uh, they, then the Cubans seemed to be awful careful after that... 
now they had let papers lay. Just batches of them, right a J 
steos about, oh I'd say* a yard and a hilf away, but I had this fear ana 
dldn't want to look through them... but under my pwch end around my window, 
under the window. In the leaves why there was papers, so I had 
a few to see If, what I could find out and what I could put together from this... 
and uh, of course. I had saved them In the home-- I had put them I*d" ' 

I have a habit of ptttlng them In books. ..and as I d find them, for Instance 1 
saved some, thwas on my mind so much, so to get It off ® f h n A •JJ h ' J } e t^J 
them to Senator Scott, Senator Hugh Scott... and uh, then he me a lett 

back thanking roe for toy Interest. ..and also . whan .J /°“" d AttirlS? 

thought that they may help solve this, so uh, I had sent them ' ^hv th atwould* 

Jim Sarrlson and I hear that he never has, had, got them... now why that wouia 
have been lost In the mail I Just don't know.. but uh, what I could accumulate 
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around hare that may have been a bit of evidence, why, I did so 
1 "Do you know when you sent them to Garrison?"! ...I , I just don't 
recall when I sent them, but It still didn't take It off my mind and I still 
think about It because I think that It's something that should be solved... 
for the sake of the people., everyone wants to know, and certainly the president 
Is worthy of all that two 


The# Cuban lady was very friendly with me and they were so curteous that uh, 

I always found no fault In any way with their attitude toward me, and #H#i 
one day I went ofer and I borrowed their telephone book— I wanted to look up 
some addresses... so uh, here the telephone book that I was going to get... 
they had two phones In their house, they lived very well... they- seemed to 
have a good Income from somewhere, and uh, Ithe uh, the one telephone book 
that they were going to give me first, the daughter says "Oh no. I’ll give 
you the other one" and here the one I had looked In already and It had names 
all the way down on their telephone book— the whole way to the bottom, and 
I couldn't read one of them because they were all wrote In Cuban, or Spanish 
whatever, and uh, they had uh, they had "Negro" wtltten so many places clear 
through the book, that uh, some was at the top# of the page and some down the 
sides, but that was wrote In English, so I thought that that was very strange 
too that uh, I don't know whether there was any reason for that or not, but bb, 
I thought It was odd 


I found some things that I couldn't account for, uh here by n\y room window 
down below, It was In the Fall and It was leaves and It was sort of covered 
up and when I wefcfe to clear them up well here was, uh...uh an airplane 
ticket— several airplane tickets and a bus ticket, paper, and uh one was 
II for a club. It had a lot of club tames on, but It had this name on "Silver 
11 ’ Slipper" like was on like was on the paper where I had found with Jack, over 
in the house with JackRuby, and Lee Harvey Oswald's name on, and uh, so 
naturally I was suspicious about them and kept them, so I'd sent those In and 
anything that I thought that would help... 

When I heard of the assassination and It was Lee Harvey Oswald that had did 
this, ah. It was sort of faint In my mind because I had fou0d the paper some 
time before that and had wondered abou-t the name and thought "Well, that sounds 
so familiar, I should, I heard that name before" but It didn't come to me how 
familiar the name really was until I heard the name of Jack Ruby, ah, when I 
heard It mentioned then about him shooting Oswald then It came to me all about 
this paper, and of course I had just sertehed everywhere, ah, but uh I think 
n\y grandchildren must have picked It up, but I still think that I'll run across 
that paper, which so often a good while after. ..why uh, something like that Is 
located. . .and I still think— I can't remember that It was thrown away, because 
I thought I had saved that paper, but uh, I Just haven't been able to find It 
yet at least >' 
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| "Do you want to explain why you imd It. "I 

Ah, tho reason that I'd saved the paper was uh„ I was trying to link It with 

5 husband's trailer business, and 1, uh, I jest didn't recall these two nan 
eaoing Ruby and Oswald) calling me on the phone which I had always answered 
12 the trouble calls, ah, at the house— It was an extension phone— and 1 received 
the trouble calls and uh. Messages of orders and things like that, and so when 
I heard the nasws that long before, ! had just uh, was thinking they were 
tra11ers...tra11cr papers and I had saved It, but when I heard these names, why 
It cane to no— then I knew that I didn't record the names In the trailer business. 


So It's just always been a puzzle to me like It Is to a lot of other people 
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Notes on transcript of tape with Margaret K. Hoover: 


1. My earlier nemo and CE3067 both describe this piece of paper 

2. This Is the Cuban who she earlier described as having a scar. She Is no 

longer sure that he had a scar although she fe-afflrmd the fact that he 

was quite ugly. 

3. The "cloth over the neck" part Is Interesting. If someone comes Into see 

me after some sort of "nervous breakdown" and seems to be hiding Ihls or her 
neck, I suspect either marks from a suicide attempt or attempted strangulation 
by a spouse due to a domestic argument or fight. Cloth of bandages around the 
neck are only for one purpose— to hide wounds. Perhaps either the wife, or 
both the husband and the wife were shocked! to learn that people they had 
heard about or perhaps dealt with, were Involved In the assassination. 

4. This certainly suggests that the move was a sudden one. 

5. The value of this Identification Is questloaable, although Mrs. Hoover's 

vision Is OK and I have checked the spot out at night and found both that 

the light Is good and that her window would have provided an excellent 
vantage point. I would conclude from this that a nan who was not grossly 
dissimilar to Oswald was Involved unless other Info comes to the surface 
which suggests that an Oswald look-alike was In the area. For now It Is 

only Important to note that a Caucasian was with the Cubans. 

6. I have not yet checked out the son Don and told Mrs. Hoover not to tell 
anyone that I had been to see her so that Don won't find out (I hope). 

This was a new development and I therefore decided not to talk to any of 
the neighbors until I have fully checked Don out. According to Mrs. Hoover 
Don has eever been In the Armed forces. I will try to find out more on my 
next trip without arousing suspicion. \ 

, t 

7. This Is a correction on my earlier memo. Apparently they were throwing 
darts at Castro, not JFK. I'm not sure whose mistake the earlier account 
was— Mrs. Hoover's or my note-taking which was sparse since she was nervous 
at the time of our first meeting. 

8. Mrs. Hoover knows nothing of the CIA and thinks that Communists may have 
been behind the assassination. This Isn't as outlandish as It sounds. Re- 
member the Bay of Pigs which was talked about before hand by Cuban refugees. 

He may have been employed In mome menial capacity. Mrs. Hoover also told me 
that whenever the father got drunk, there would always be someone with him 
who would hurry him off If he began talking too much. She said It looked as 
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someone In the family always had to play watchdog when he got drunk. 

• ( 9. This Increases the probative value of Mrs. Hoover's statement Immensely 
since she Is of a class of people who believe firmly that the lie detectoi 
can tell truth from false hood. Such persons would be scared to death to 
lie to such a machine. It's also significant, of course, that the FBI 
never gave her one nor did they report this Incident In their report. 

10 Enclosed is a copy of the letter from Hugh Scott and a copy of the envelope 
In which It was mailed. There Is no reason to assume that she did not send 
materials to 01m Garrison since this proves that she sent them to Scott. 

11. These p44ces of evidence are Included In the earlier report, except for 
the tickets which the FBI took. 

12. This Is probably not true, but I didn't want to pry Into Mrs. Hoover's 
personal life. From talking with her daughter, Kay Kauffman, and reading 
the FBI reports, It seems that the reason she save the paper was the name 
Ruby which was the same as a girl's first name. Her husband had just left 
her and was at that time going out with other women. There was no reason 
to go Into all of this with her. 


Final note: After the tape recorder was off, Mrs. Hoover reiterated the fact 

that the Fernandezes seemed to being living above their means and that some of 
the neighbors had made mention of the fact. The house was very nicely furnished, 
etc., and let only the husband was employed, and as a school teacher at that. 
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